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COPY OF NEW CLAIMS 
Claims 1-35 are canceled, and new claims 36-55 are added. 

36. (New) A modular electrical component, comprising: 
a base unit having: 

a plurality of first terminal members; and 

a plurality of second terminal members connectable to conductors 

in an electrical wiring system; 

a mounting strap secured to a rear cover of said base and capable of 

connecting said base to a junction box in the electrical wiring system; 
M 

=fc a removable electrical device having a plurality of power contacts 

m 

Iff extending from a rear cover and capable of releasably connecting to said plurality of first 

M= terminal members, such that one of the said plurality of contacts releasably connects to 

M: one of said plurality of said first terminal members; and 

ft! a circuit interrupting portion for breaking a conductive path to a first 

m 

EJ power contact of the plurality of power contacts. 

37. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36. wherein 
said mounting strap has at least one ground terminal connection that extends into said 
base unit; and 

wherein said removable electrical device has at least one ground contact 
extending from said rear cover, said at least one ground contact is capable of being 
releasably connected to said at least one ground terminal connection. 
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38. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a receptacle. 




39. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a switch. 



40. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36. wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a circuit interrupting device. 

_q 41. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 

jjj said base unit is configured to fit within a single gang junction box in the electrical wiring 

system. 
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42. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said base unit is configured to fit within a multiple gang junction box in the electrical 
wiring system. 



43. (New) A modular electrical component, comprising: 

a removable electrical device having a plurality of power contacts 

extending from a rear cover of said removable electrical device; 

a base unit configured to fit within a junction box of an electrical wiring 

system, said base unit having a plurality of terminal connections, wherein each terminal 
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connection is connectable to at least one conductor in the electrical wiring system and to 
at least one of said power contacts; 

a mounting strap secured to a rear cover of said base unit and capable of 
connecting said base unit to the junction box in the electrical wiring system; and 

a circuit interrupting portion for breaking a conductive path to a first 
power contact of the plurality of power contacts. 




44. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43. wherein 
said mounting strap has at least one ground terminal connection that extends into said 



base unit; and 

m 

Ul wherein said removable electrical device has at least one ground contact 

y* 

M 8 extending from said rear cover, said at least one ground contact is capable of being 



M» releasably connected to said at least one ground terminal connection. 
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45. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a receptacle. 



46. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a switch. 



47. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a circuit interrupting device. 
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48. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
each of said terminal connections comprises: 

a first terminal member connectable to one of said plurality of contacts 
extending from said rear of said removable electrical device; and 

a second terminal member connectable to at least one conductor in the 
electrical wiring system. 




49. (New) A modular electrical component, comprising: 

a removable electrical device having a plurality of power contacts 
extending from a rear cover of said removable electrical device; 

connecting means configured to fit within a junction box of an electrical 
wiring system for connecting said plurality of power contacts to at least one conductor in 
5 the electrical wiring system; 

W mounting means associated with said connecting means for mounting said 

hj . 

2 connecting means to the junction box in the electrical wiring system; and 

O 

a circuit interrupting portion for breaking a conductive path to a first 
power contact of the plurality of power contacts. 



50. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 49, wherein 
said removable electrical device has at least one ground contact extending from said rear 
cover; and 

wherein said mounting means includes means for connecting said at least 
one ground contact to a ground of said electrical wiring system. 
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5 1 . (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 49 7 wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a receptacle. 

52. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 49. wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a switch. 

53. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 49 ? wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a circuit interrupting device. 

54. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 53, wherein 
said circuit interrupting device comprises: 

a housing; 

means associated with said plurality of power contacts for conducting 
electricity between a line side and a load side of said circuit interrupting device; 

circuit interrupting means for breaking continuity between said line side 
and said load side of said circuit interrupting device upon the occurrence of a 
predetermined condition; and 

reset means for reestablishing electrical continuity between said line side 
and said load side of said circuit interrupting device. 

55. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 49, wherein 
said connecting means comprises: ... - - 
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a plurality of terminal connections, each terminal connection having: 
a first terminal member connectable to one of said plurality of 

contacts extending from said rear of said removable electrical device; and 

a second terminal member connectable to at least one conductor in 

the electrical wiring system. 

\22l784vOI 
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